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The school’s official publication published three timesin
a school year. EIS was established in 1946 as a Child
Training Center, and later became known as Adventist
English School. In 1992 it became Ekamai International
School. EIS is a holistic Seventh-day Adventist Christian
learning institution that provides education from Pre-
kindergarten to Grade 12.
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God's word is a lamp unto my feet,

and a light unto my path.
- Psalm 119:105
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a brand new beginning. With optimism we open
this year with grateful spirit amidst the challenges
of this global pandemic.

H appy New Year! We praise God for the blessing of

We are happy to welcome you back to onsite learning
along with the gentle reminder to help us ensure that
Ekamai International School remains a safe haven for
learning. We thank you for your understanding and
cooperation in the various changes that the school
communicate and implement to successfully adopt to
the new normal.

EKAMAI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

We are grateful for God's abiding grace and protection
to every member of the EIS family that enters our
vl Empowers
We want you to be part of this publication, please send in
your story or article to info@eis.acth or to
evangelinea@eis.ac.th, and we will try our best to
publish any contributions from you. We value your
participation, and we desire a shared and inclusive Serves
media ministry for God's glory.

Inspires

Blessings and prayers.

EXPECTED SCHOOL-WIDE

SAOWANEE KIATYANYONG LEARNING OUTCOMES

School Director

Ekamai International School B Complex Thinker
Telephone no : 02-3913590 ext 203

email : director@eijs.ac.th

B Quality Producer
B Effective Communicator

B Collaborative Worker

Whatever you do, work heartily,
as for the Lord and not for men,

B Self-Manager

knowing that from the Lord you
will receive the inheritance as L Responsible Citizen
your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ.
- Colossians 3:23-24
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BIGGER AND BETTER
CAFETERIA NOW OPEN

From Thailand,

Chulkasat
is the school's
General Manager.

And we know that for
those who love God all
things work together
for good, for those who
are called according to
His purpose.

- Romans 8:28

and expanded building four into a 3,957

square meters 6-storey building with a
cafeteria and classrooms. The dining areas feature
large tables and chairs, which separate the kitchen
from the serving areas.

E kamai International School recently renovated

Challenge: The administrators wanted the school
cafeteria to serve 1,400 students and function as a
classroom for the rising population of the school that
empowers, inspires, and serves situated at Ekamai
area. It was a challenge as we needed to consider a
lot of things during the construction as the noise,
dust, and the daily operation may disrupt the
teachers teaching and the students learning. But
during the lockdown, there were not many people on
the campus. However, there came also a time when
the construction was halted due to government
restrictions.

Solution: After careful consideration, the School
Board approved the Construction Committee
members who painstakingly in full process and have
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"We thank everyone who prayed and supported the construction of this new
building. We are grateful for your understanding of the inconveniences of
the construction and we praise God that it has finally come to completion.”
- Mr. Nopparin Seksantisakul
Finance Manager, Ekamai International School

chosen Choknaenna Thailand to be the
general contractor that will manage the
smooth day-to-day operation. The building
has a total floor plan of 3,957 square meters
with a height of 23 meters. The 1st and 2nd
floors serve as cooking and eating areas.

The 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th floors will be used
as classrooms with a total capacity of twenty
five students per room installed with a state
of the art teaching technology.

After more than one year of working
despite the COVID-19 situation, the new
cafeteria building is now open to serve
students, teachers, and staff for more
convenience. The updated space will help
students over two lunch periods.
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Additionally, the kitchen will support outsourced
booths and a new menu focused on healthier,
international food choices.

We thank all of you for your constant prayers.
Every worker's safety and cooperation in this great
building project is truly an answered prayer.
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SAFELY COMING BACK TO
ONSITE LEARNING

From Thailand,

is the Vice President of
Student Council and a senior
pursuing a College
Preparatory Diploma with
emphasis on Medicine.

Not neglecting to meet
together, as is the
habit of some, but
encourading one
another, and all the
more as you see the
Day drawing near.

- Hebrews 10:25

for one whole semester, | now have the

opportunity to embrace the onsite setting for
the first time in forever! | could not be more excited
about meeting friends and teachers and bringing
myself back to a fixed daily routine. Some may love
the flexibility of online learning; however, a fixed
schedule from onsite learning can help straighten my
habits to focus on my studies more. A week has
passed, and this remains true to me. It gave me a
clear purpose of what to do each day or the next, but
| have to say that my body does need a longer period
of adjustment, especially from waking up super early
for school.

m fter starting my senior year with online learning

Being a senior, | have to say that it makes a difference
between online and onsite learning. We only nod and
smile through the camera during online classes
without saying a word. Nevertheless, we can now
interact and have real conversations but with a
countdown of three months until we depart for
college.
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“"We only nod and smile through the camera during online classes
without saying a word. Nevertheless, we can now interact and have real
conversations.”

This fact made every school day memorable
for me because | feel like it has to be used
up for the best to make up for what was lost.

The school has changed a ton since | left,
and getting to walk around the new
environment was pretty interesting. | hope
that everyone, especially the seniors, can
cherish these last bits before heading to
college.

Nonetheless, there is always a little fear
within me about the safety of coming to
school. We are all very vulnerable, but |
guess it is something we have to cope with
and live with now. Therefore, | hope we can
be onsite for the rest of this year and slowly
build back our old habits that may have
been distracted by online learning.

Overall, coming back to school is fantastic
regardless of the COVID-19 situation. The
opportunity to interact with people, explore a new
environment, and have a fixed daily schedule is all
| could ask for after months of online learning.

Glad to finally meet all of you seniors face to face!

|
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VIRTUAL BIBLE CHARACTER
COMPETITION

epresentatives from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade
two participated in the Student Council's 1st
Virtual Bible Character Competition, where
students and families bond, strategize and
understand more on the famous Bible characters. The
final output was aired via YouTube on November 24,

From the Philippines, 2021 3
Janice Caparida
Culmba, MAEM The Student Council officers announced winners with

is a primary school teacher.

0 —— the help of the Campus Ministries and the board of
teacher of Kindergarten 1C. judges_

Pre-Kindergarten - Honorary Winner

Kitamit Changchit
The Word of God openly
presents both the

strengths and weaknesses Kindergarten 1 -

of the Bible characters that 1st - Chutidech Pounglab

we can relate to them and 2nd Nakan Tungteerapattharak & Pichasirin
learn from their successes i

and failures. Paul wrote, Termpitipong

"Follow my example, as | Kindergarten 2 - No entries submitted

:;:':::; the example of Kindergarten 3 - 1st Covy lzaiah Varron Dagaojes

-1 Corinthians 11:1. & Prim Boonnoon
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“Thank you to parents who encouraged their children to participate. May the
Bible characters they portrayed inspired them to get closer to Jesus.”

Grade 1

1st - Psalm Kryztof Quimba
2nd - Supipatmarlyn Rojanavan
3rd - Nongnapat Suwannachim

Grade 2

1st - Dbjhune Cyvazxian Varron
2nd - Kanyanat Khammeephon
3rd - Anna Unenanond & Punnicha
Tungkanawanich

"It was indeed a wonderful time watching and
listening to our little kids talking about their
chosen Bible Character. Thank you, parents,
students, teachers, and everyone who
contributed to making this year's event
meaningful. May we continue to remember
the text found in Matthew 5:16, "In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven," gleefully shared by
Teacher Hearty Joy Gagnan, Primary School
Student Council Sponsor.

"The Student Council officers are glad to see
you all dressed up and immersed in the role of
bible characters. Thank you to all the students
who have participated in this virtual event,
and congratulations to all the winners. All of
you did well, be proud of yourself, and God
bless", shared the SC President.
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EKAMAI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
GRATITUDE AND BLESSING OF NEW FACILITY DEVELOPMENTS 2022

\

YT

24

UNITED IN GRATITUDE: UNVEILING
AND OPENING CEREMONIES

From Thailand,
Prachack

Jitbunyad

is the the fomer School
Director and currently the
Facility Coordinator.

And God is able to
make all grace abound
to you, so that having
all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you
may abound in every
good work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:8

ho would have thought that the 30 years old
m cafeteria would transform into a 6-storey

building with classrooms? Despite the
space issues, leaks, sanitation, and more challenges,
God answered our prayers and provided us with a
spacious, new, ready to serve cafeteria and
classrooms here in Ekamai International School.

The journey of EIS can be summed up in these
powerful words from Job 8:7, "And though your
beginning was small, your latter days will be very
great. EIS started from the garage of a small property
in Phayathai Road with a handful of students. Yet, God
has unbelievably given EIS the growth, development,
and success that has touched the lives of those who
have entered the campus.

“Today, the facility developments that we are about to
unveil are all beneficial tools in carrying out our
gospel commission through the education ministry,”
stated Director Saowanee Kiatyanyong during her
welcome remarks on February 10, 2022, at the
Gratitude & Blessing of New Facility Developments.
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“Today's gathering is powerful proof of God's love, guidance, and grace.
We are here to acknowledge that with utmost gratitude. The blessings
that we receive through all these facility developments and many other
favors from a faithful and generous God are enough reasons to continue
believing in His mighty power.
- Pastor Somchai Chuenjit
President, Southeastern Asia Union Mission

Thank you for your prayers, support, and
especially to the almost 100 guests
composed of SEUM Officers, TAM Officers,
EIS Board Members, SDA Institutions Owners
and Heads, Alumni, Lay representatives,
parents, teachers, students, and staff who at-
tended the event.

Building 4, the soccer field, the blue court,
automated gate, playground, and the new
landscapes are now ready to serve you!
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22nd KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION :
A DRIVE-THROUGH CEREMONY

From the Philippines,
Hazel

Paculanang-llao, MA
is the school’s Kindergarten
Coordinator.

Save us, we pray, O
Lord! O Lord, we pray,
give us success!

- Psalm 118:25

kindergarten, our K3 students proudly march

down the aisle for their graduation in their cap
and gown to receive their diploma. However, with the
Covid-19 pandemic situation and the new normal
restrictions that were in place, not only was the
graduation  ceremony postponed but the
kindergarten team decided to put on a drive-through
graduation ceremony to celebrate our kindergarten
student’s achievements. The ceremony was designed
to limit in-person contact and prevent the spread of
the coronavirus.

E t the end of every school year here at EIS

On Sunday, November 13, 2021, families drove their
vehicles through the school campus. They stopped at
the Gate 3 school entrance, where the students got
off and received their diplomas, and took pictures
with their teachers. Picture booths were also setup so
families could take some pictures together to com-
memorate the special occasion.
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"Congratulations to the 22nd Kindergarten Graduating Class of SY 2020-2021
for successfully reaching another milestone in their lives, and we wish them
God’s guidance and blessings as they continue to grow and learn.”
- Ms. Hazel llao
Kindergarten Coordinator

Even though the students didn't get to partici-
pate in their graduation the way it is usually
done, this drive-through program was a whole
new experience for everyone, and we can say
that it was a success!

A big thank you to the school
administration, teachers, staff, students, and
parents for all the support given. It was a
trying time for all of us, but everyone made
the best of it and stayed positive.

Again, a big congratulations to the 22nd
Kindergarten Graduating Class of SY 2020-2021
for successfully reaching another milestone in
their lives, and we wish them God’s guidance and
blessings as they continue to grow and learn.

p——
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SURVEY REVEALED FOOD
PREFERENCES ON CAMPUS

From the Philippines,
Vergilio
Quimba Jr. PhD

is the Director's secretary
and the school's Human
Resources Coordinator.

Jesus said to them, "l am
the bread of life; whoever
comes to me shall not
hunger, and whoever be-
lieves in me shall never
thirst.

= John 6:35

ost of the parents and teachers are

gearing towards the road to healthy

Ekamai International School and its
management are in one way or another providing
the best palatable food in the campus. Not sold out
to many, but our food service department always
cook palatable menus for everyone. Have you
missed our food, snacks and beverages?

Over the years, you may have heared someone say,
“the food is oily”, “why so salty?” and many more.
Our staff try to balance each of our concerns and it
is important for us to pass the quality food assur-
ance that the government has required. Alas! We

did!

The Bangkok Post published on October 20, 2020
that Thai parents have voiced concerns both online
and offline over the quality and quantity of food
served to their children during school lunch. Would
you agree? Based on the online survey we had with
Grade 9 students in November 2021, majority is
missing the beef noodles served in our cafeteria,
followed by chicken noodles, then khao soy in our
noodle booth.
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For other options, more than half of the
respondents ranked fried chicken first, with
chicken curry and beef curry as second and
third respectively.

The students who joined the survey were
majority boys. One student commented, “I'm
not sure if there's going to be some new food
in the new cafeteria, but | think I'll probably
go for one of the rice and fried chicken or
maybe fried fish, since it's one of my favorite
menus there.” During the school opening,
many of the students would try the famous
lemonade. With the 4% of the
students voted no, 36% said maybe, 60% of
our freshmen were excited to see and dine in
the new school cafeteria.

“The new building has been in construction
for over a year, so I'm really looking forward
to seeing both the new building and the
cafeteria. It has never been changed for a
long time, so | really want to see what
adjustments have been made. Thanks for the
past services,” one student shared.

Thank you dear students for your participation in
the survey conducted in the Values classes of Mr.
Romualdo Dalo Jr. We have noted your
suggestions and will share to the concerned
administrators for proper action. Remember what
the Bible saysin 1 Corinthians 10:31, “So whether
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for
the glory of God.”




From the Philippines,
Evangeline

Tan-Alvez

is the school's Media
and Publications
Coordinator. She also
teaches Business and
Journalism in High
School.

PACHARATORN
LIMPODOM WINS
CHINESE SPEECH
COMPETITION

I 16 stupent Fear
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But thanks be to God, who gives us The proud parent of Pacharatorn shared this
the victory through our Lord Jesus good news to EIS and we are delighted to
Christ. know that our students are achieving

- 1 Corinthians 15:57 recognitions such as this that would help

them grow into well-rounded learners.

nother member of the Ekamai
International School family has again
brought home honor by bagging the
second runner-up prize during the Chinese
Speech Competition recently attended by
other international schools in Thailand.

Pacharatorn Limpodom, from grade five, was
awarded the Best Performance in the Primary
Level with her compelling speech centered
on Chinese art and culture. During the
performance, Pacharatorn also showcased
her drawing and interpretation of the theme
asked during the competition.

Schools that competed in the Chinese
Speech include Thai-Singapore
International School, Guangming Huagiao,
Phuket Thaihua Asean Wittaya School, Hua
Quiao Ubon Ratchathani, Ratwittaya
School, Xingmin School, Anuban Chiang-
mai School, Holy Redeemer Muang Phon
School, Kengtek School, and other
Chinese schools.

Congratulations to you Pacharatorn
Limpodom and thank you for bringing pride
and honor to Ekamai International School.




OF 3.70 AND ABOVE

STUDENTS WITH GPA
_OF 3.70 AND ABOVE _

From Thailand,

Weeriya pandemic.

Thanwima

= FIRST QUARTER

SCHOOL YEAR 2021-2022

GRADE 1A

Ahreetach Thakur Narmchoathirun 3.90 PacharaBourod

Ama Angkasith 4.00 Panisara Pongpichedkul

Anchisa Phuwasirijirajade 3.94 Phakhaphon Pongsawaree

Attapan Chatareeyagul 3.81 Phat Kengpanyadee

Jinatta Weerarattanamanee 4.00 Pichaphoom Hankraipong

Nannapas Takan 4.00 Puriwat Watjanachaipong

Navika Maruen 4.00 Sawapat Vorakittivanich

Nirin Thirasak Sasinin 3.98 Teerisara Kitidamrong

Nubnueng Ngamboonanant 3.98 Thanakit Leelabundit

Parinsith Panleesakul 3.96 Thanyapat Sungsiri

Patapawn Koeksakunkit 4.00 Varinda Maneemathakij

Patwit Thongpool 4.00 Varitthon U-varit

Pimmada Unesenee 3.89 Wynngavin Mankongtanaporn

Samaira Sethi 3.86

Siravitch Kanchanawongchai 3.98 GRADE 1C

Thanyapat Chanin 4.00 Anika Sharma

Theerath Lorsubkong 4.00 Arinda Yupensuk

Varakorn Suknirunvong 4.00 Chaiyaapong Thaivutinukul
Cheryl Sinthop

GRADE 1B Emmanuel Nalita Andamo

HanthaaonNilthep 4.00 Nannapat Korkiatsanti

Jantaros Vichaksit 4.00 Napanop Tantbirojn

Jiratchai Sunontra 3.94 Napatta Intanin

Kayla Lo Cheng 3.90 Na-ponrat Apitanakoon

Khongkwan Tharasapanan 3.88 Paul Messner

Napapatch Prayoonmas 4.00 Phanupong Wangveera

Nuntt Sansanakom 4.00 Pinluck Wutthirangsripas

Ploynaphat Chotworamongkollert

I 18 stuoent Fear

he shift to online learning for the first and second
. quarters of the school year 2021-2022 was not an
obstacle for those who love to learn. We congratulate
those who made it to this list and we are equally proud of those
who tried thier best amidst the challenges of this global

4.00
3.91
4.00
3.96
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.98
4.00

4.00
3.98
3.96
4.00
3.85
3.93
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.94
4.00
4.00




| can do all things through him who

strengthens me.

- Philippians 4:13

Punnathorn Jiratthitinun
Rattanan Settacharnwit
Sarasswadee Thanukripat
Sineepat Lawanyapirak

Siri Nivespathomwat

Thanwa Lertchanpen
TheeratuchJarurungsripattanakul

GRADE 1D

Achiraphat Pongjit

Akra Chawla

Anyavee Wannasrimuang
Apichaya Vangsundaraporn
Keetakorn Wonlopsiri
Melada Chutharuangmanee
Natpawat Preedawiphat
Nichada Chodcamsri
Nichada Sarkhet
Nongnapat Suwannachim
Pattarasaya Chatworapongsa
Pheeradol Olarnkijanan
Prab Thongpitoonrat

Psalm Kryztof Quimba
Shayapat Wongkhongsawat
Soojin Jo

Supipatmarlyn Rojanavanij
Yahaira Dalo

GRADE 2A

Aereesa Dai

Anna Unenanond
Archira Phiphobthanes
Chalida Tuntrakoon
Chatchada Sethaluck
Chayanin Anutassanakul
Krittapas Baitrakul
Napatsirada Chotikawattanapong
Pakaphol Limwathanagura
Phopthorn Voraviwat

Phu Pwint Wai Phyo
Phumrapee Sukkapat
Prima Duangekanong
Rachanop Prasertmake
Tawan Kruavanichkit
Theo Sombunsak

4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00

4.00
3.94
3.92
4.00
3.96
4.00
3.98
4.00
3.98
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.96
4.00
4.00

3.84
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.91
3.79
4.00
3.92
il 2
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.94
3.98
3.86

Theo Sombunsak
Vasupit Teekhasaenee
Zylia Rui Xuan Ang

GRADE 2B

Alyse llaine Colegado Cordero
Arada Hanwananon

Dbjhune Cyvazxian Varron
Hosea San

ltchayapond Pummangura
Leo Pasutanon

Michelle Sachaphimukh
Napashanan Li

Natthakit Chongrungruengsin
Pakjira Pagamas
Phattarapong Wangveera
Phonlaphat Mahasonsiri
Phurit Chumsantivut
Primabha Khunwet

Samik Koirala

Warich Poosuwan

Zhianne Laureen Domocmat

GRADE 2C

Aaron Austin Tirkey

Ariya Bunchongsilp

Ariya Lee

Chanatkarn Phienlumleart
Hana Fukazawa

Kanyanat Khammeephon
Nitikorn Rattanapitak
Peemakitt Lerlertwanich
Pichanont Ratchatapibhunphob
Pokpong Sridecharinkul
Prem Padmadilok

Proud Thienlikit

Rin Nakamura

Sijchayapha Sangvilert
Supasin Han

Supawich Chaisuriyakul
Suprarada Roochirachagon
Tanatthon Lertchaiprasert
Thanon Apichitchaichot

GRADE 2D

Bhumiphat Sivasri

Haruto Ono

M.L. Rujrapeekorn Abhakorn
Natchanan Tantisuntharodom
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3.86
3.74
3.0

4.00
4.00
4.00
3
3.98
4.00
3.96
3.96
4.00
4.00
3.70
Sy
3.88
3.96
3.85
4.00
4.00

3:96
3.90
3.83
3.92
3:96
3.96
4.00
4.00
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3.98
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.84
3.94
3.98
4.00
4.00
3.98

3.87
3.74
4.00
4.00



GRADE 2D

Phitlaphat Chansinghakul
Pirapop Uttamot
Punnicha Tungkanawanich
Tarit Pichayaprasat
Thanakorn Veeravit
Thanyarat Vimarnthong
Thitaporn Nattawut
Tinitchut Jirachoatniwat
Xuanling Li

Yeewa Kiatyanyong
Yu-Tung Huang

GRADE 3A

Anawin Suwanchaisakul
Jiraphat Wang

Jordyn Reanna Gayen
Ratchasit Cherdchusaksakul
Rhea Ann Koshy

Tianlin Zhang

Varis Limjaroenrat

Zafirah Ahmed

GRADE 3B

Chanadda Sopanatorn
Hazel Daniella Kristianto
|-Saran Kanchitwatana
Kawinpop Jirawatthananon
Natsuki Ozawa

Pornpatsorn Lertcharoenchoketawee

Ramone Landaeng
Sirawich Chatsirimongkol
Tathata Ruchdapornkul
Thanadee Krongphianlert
Thanuntas Sornvaneeyarak
Thushan Raju Naveen
VinChalieopiyasakun

GRADE 3C

Bantika Saiyano
ChonnaphatTantrakul
Chutipol Kajornprachaya
Chyanisa Sanluang

Drei Elijah Laude
Kritpong Poonoil M
Nakorn Surakitbovorn
Pailin Luanchumroen
Peeraphat Kongpool
Priya Kaewchaiyasa
Suphacharnan Triwongwattana
Yanasorn Kiatlapnachai
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3.72
3.94
4.00
3.83
4.00
3.94
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.81
4.00

4.00
3.84
3.84
4.00
3.96
4.00
4.00
3.90

3.89
4.00
4.00
3.9
3.96
3.90
3.96
3.96
3.92
379
4.00
3.94
3.89

3.98
3.96
378
4.00
3515
3.89
3.96
4.00
4.00
3.96
3.89
33

GRADE 3D

Bastien Tan

Bhakorn Limpodom

Mira Kongrattanapram
Nicharee Moleeset

Nita Chamnongkijphanich
Panyada Sriyantra

Patricia Li

Romchat Dhitapichit
Sithtnath Vipuntwarapong
Thanontas Sornvaneeyarak
Thiatheera Keobua
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Delight yourself in the Lord, and he
will give you the desires of your
heart.

- Psalm 37:4
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Commit your work to the Lord, and

your plans will be established.
- Proverbs 16:3
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own
understanding.
- Proverbs 3:5
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Panithi Ruengpongsan
Thanaphat Nattawut
Valerie Arissa Kristianto

GRADE 6G

Manapas Rujitharanawong
Nattapat Rojbundit
Nattharinee Yongkiatpanich
Ployrung Kasuwan

Seoeun Go

Valitta Chirarattanachan
Weerapatra Silapichit

Youl Lee
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3.96
3.84
3.76

4.00
4.00
3.7

4.00
3.88
3.93
4.00
3.78
3.90
3.93
3.96

3.93
3.93
3.85
3.7
3.70
4.00

4.00
3.89
3.90
393
3.90

4.00
3.90
4.00

3.88
3.73
373
3.96
593
3.83
3.88
3:87

GRADE 7A

Chayanan Apichitchaichot
Napaprarin Petcharanon
Pichaya Chinupagarnpong

GRADE 7B

Chayapim Assawasukee
Methapon Wangpipatwong
Worachit Suwannoppadol

GRADE 7C

Pattaraporn Eueanukorn
Praefa Kasuwan

Warinchai Suwannoppadol
Yotsapat Wongkhongsawat

GRADE 7D

Kodchapon Nitaramorn

Nitchanan Wongnirund

Thanaphan Pakkarommaneepakorn

GRADE 7E

Asirawan Rawiwanna

Kunanon Taengkhem

Manisa Trakoonlakkana
Nahnon Siriwanna

Panasopha Charoensakwatana

GRADE 7G

Nutwaree Chanthavijaikul
Panitsiree Dolayanukloh
Rinrada Thaweedej

GRADE 8A

Arisara Atrajai

Athicha Malhotra
Chayanoth Arpnikanondt
Patt Srisawatumporn
Pitchayapa Hongtong
Tharika Punnalerdkun
Trin Vesessook

GRADE 8B

Alyssa Deesawasmongkol
Chorchompu Kanyamanon
Namida Kunnalekha

Noi Satake

Pongkun Setthajinda

Saura Kumar

GRADE 8C
Geetha Saravanan
Jazzamine Tay

3.96
4.00
3.89

3.86
3.93
4.00

3.84
3.96
4.00
371

3.92
3.89
3.74

3.89
3.77
3.97
3.86
4.00

3.92
3.78
3.84

3.74
3.73
3.90
3.96
3:21
3.74
3.93

3.97
3.72
3.83
3:79
3.74
3.90

3.89
3:79




An intelligent heart acquires
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knowledge, and the ear of the wise

seeks knowledge..
- Proverbs 18:15

Kanpitcha Kaewkongkaew
Panus Kaesaprapat
Rattavit Panakul

GRADE 8D

Jiratchaya Thanomboon
Korakrit Wongwas
Panissara Cheepsamut
Pattharakorn Satharalai
Praveer Rawal

Santinath Tangmanuswong
Thannicha lampanit
Varunnika Thirasak

GRADE 8E

Kobfah Vongsuksiri
Nathakorn Petcharanon
Phitthinan Pongtantakul

GRADE 8G

Nichapa Wongkasem
Pimploy Omarrak
Suparkorn Uttarin

GRADE 9A

Reita Kasemchotipatana
Shopan Panakul
Theerakul Chitgresorn
Woraphol Punthong

GRADE 9B

Aaron Zhenyi Lee

Aden Kamin Fritz Haddawy
Apisara Tanyacharoenkarnca
Bella Punthita Pholprasertkul
Cherie Gaysorn Pholprasertkul
Dhulyatuch Wongsanont

Iris Pasutanon

Josephine Heys

Kanpanit Kulsuptrakul

Kitayarad Chor Kongrukgreatiyos
Nithit Luekijna

Phantila Rungruangchaiboon
Pimnara Chutasen

Pukaphol Thienpreecha

3.97
2.0
3.88

3.83
3.71
3.
3.78
3.81
3.88
3.83
3.76

3.93
3.84
3.90

4.00
3.1
3.76

3.82
3.21
3.7
3.77

371
3.71
3.87
3.78
3.91
3.82
3.71
4.00
3.91
3.77
3.2
3.75
3.87
3.21

RawinornSriratanaban
Tanida Apiwattanachai
Tanya Suteesukprasert
Thanadetch Mateedulsatits

GRADE 9C
Waramon Netikajorn

GRADE 9D

Jiyul Han

Natchareeya Wongnirund
Nilesh Gautam

Punn Charusakulariyakul
Supakit Satitkulrat

GRADE 9E
Koranit Chinaarkatakul
Piroonkarn Chitchulanon

GRADE 9G

Monile Suchitbharabitya
Naiyarat Hanmatheekuna
Nalisa Decharin

Narida Totiemsri

Natcha Songsilph

GRADE 10A

Krissakorn Wongwas
Lalinpat Thananapijinda
Leenada Borvornpadungkitti
Pattheera Rungsittimongkol
Sam Angelo Yuan Alvez
Saran Mejit

Vichayanee Dilokwanich
Wiranpat Suksanit

Yuno Wannakajeepiboon

GRADE 10B
Kwanchanok Trisunan
Punwarot Vongvitootai
Ran Shinohara

GRADE 10C
None

GRADE 10D

Matilda Suriyayothin
Phuwadej Temkijrungrueng
Weesuda Cheepluesak

a&1
372
3.87
351

3.82

3.80
291
3.82
3.87
391

.71
351

395
3.82
3.87
3.91
4.00

377
3.91
3.87
W 4
3.91
R
3.87
3.82
377

Fabd
4.00
3.81

3.87
3.75
3.87



GRADE 10E

Bheemphat Siewsirikul
Jaraspim Chankanithirun
Nichapat Kaewassadorn
Pannathad Kittisarn

Pen - Eak Songmanee
Renika |. Gadaun
Thanathip Sirikreekul

GRADE 10G
Addel Joe Jollie

Thitarat Phakdeesattayapong
Yada Krikul

GRADE 11A

Do-Hoon Kim

Huilin Zhang

Jaturan Sachdev

Jeaeun An

Jim Kalk

Krishanu Hazarika
Nithipath Tangmanuswong
Phasit Trakoonlakkana
Waritsara Chanthadet

GRADE 11B
None

GRADE 11C

Alisha Qasim

Anissa Nas

Aveeral Arora

Eunyeong Cha

Napatthorn Assanaungsanakul

GRADE 11D

Khushi Trikambhai Savani
Korawan Pisalwongwan
Leilaani Hul

Napin Srithongkul

Paraya Thanyawong
Pichayawee Promsen
Pratanporn Jindaprasert
Rini-Lo Chen

Samantha Jawjong
Swasti Shrestha
Thanathorn Prapamongkol

GRADE 11E
Gyuri Park
Jiya Jindal
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377
3.77
391
3.87
3.77
3.85
3.82

3.81
3.77
3.81

3.71
3.78
3.77
3.78
375
3.81
3.82
3.75
3.81

3.91
3.87
3.91
3.7
3.91

395
4.00
312
3:72
390
3.87
395
322
3]
3.90
372

3.82
3:91

Nonthakrit Sachdev

GRADE 11G
None

GRADE 12A

Alyssa Tingle
Chawika Sainont
Chayakorn Uralwong
Nisa Kriengrojkul
Nisawara Wareewarach
Panisara Kasemteerasomboon
Passara Vajanavinit
Pimvalan Petchmunee
Tanya Channara

Watsa Jukthumrong
Xi Xian Tham

GRADE 12B
Abigail Supreeleela
Akari Uenishi
Jakguy Boriboon

GRADE 12C

Ashwin Chand

Benjamin Lewis McMullin
Kawintra Potipimpanon
Kiattikun Kiatsiri
Nathavuth Gambhir
Nilaya Taweechokchanchai
Nitan Tantawichian
Pandhita Chuanromanee
Shovit Dhakal

Suveer Bhatia

Yun-heng Liang

GRADE 12D

Joon Won Choi

Nano Suresettakul
Pitchayanant Laemad

Rei Kobayashi
Thammathorn Paweewan

GRADE 12E

Matina Chaiwarut
Nattiphum Nattrakulpithak
Urshila Arora

3.82

4.00
3.44
3.77
3.75
3.79
3.91
3.95
3.87
391
3.85
3.7

3.71
3.77
3.85

3.81
3.90
3:.95
3.75
3.7
3.75
3:21
3.95
3.90
3.95
4.00

3.80
391
3:85
3.81
3.75

4.00
377
3.87
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VYAAN RAJU AWARDED HONORABLE
MENTION IN AMERICAN MATHEMATHICS
OLYMPIAD

From the Philippines,
Evangeline
Tan-Alvez

is the school’s Media
and Publications
Coordinator. She
teaches journalism
and business in High
School.

yaan Raju from Grade5C brought home the
Honorable Mention in the American Math
Olympiad held in October last year. He ranked 5th
in Thailand for grades five and six globally.

The https://amo.sg/ website explained that American Math
Olympiad (AMO) is an international math competition for
elementary, middle, and high school students jointly
organized by SIMCC and Southern lllinois University (SIU), It
promotes the importance and a deeper understanding of
math. AMO is open to all Grade 2 to 12 students, and its
framework is based on the US Common Core Standards.

Home About Us Regbeation Contests Training Contact Us SIMCC OCS Store

o o
Results are out!

.&r.-:sem_ i

DO U T P 2 3T wme Awards

Award for SIMCC Local Competitions J

A group of the best educators from Southern lllinois
University with comprehensive knowledge and experience
in the Common Core Math curriculum design unique
papers to challenge the student and at the same time
promote their interest in math. Some of the distinguished
benefits (or the key benefits) of AMO are university
scholarships, Global Scholars Program, International Junior
Honor Society (IJHS) membership, tuition grants, and

Gold Award - Signific ant swaed for LIHS
Sibver Award
Bronee Award

Honon st Mantion hesrd

Participation Certicate

Student s who have scored FULL MARKS aill be swarded
# Perfect Score cortificate

. X y

internships.

Teachers Shihara and Francesca helped Vyaan prepare for The top 40% of the participants will receive an award certificate and @ medal. All win-
2 5 - . & ners are invited to compete at SIMOC 2022 to be held in Singapore from July 23 to 26,

the competition and has motivated him to pursue his gift for 2022°. The top 20% of winners ore invited to compete in STEAM AHEAD 2022 - |JMO

numbers Congr’atu|aﬁ0n5| to be held in Baly, Indonesia from December 2 to 6, 2022 *.

* In the event thot the COVID-19 situotion worsens. SIMOC and STEAM AHEAD 2021 will be held online



SPREADING LOVE
AMIDST A PANDEMIC

el 'he Ph"_'ppmés’ understand and apply, especially during the
: EMN time of school closure, is that there is a world
is the grade level out there, outside their homes — that there are kids
?:jf;;jhi?ggiif' like them who are struggling, probably more than
Studies and Values. what they are experiencing. And that they can make

a significant impact on the lives of these children by

showing compassion.

E ne of the important lessons students need to

From the Philippines,
Vergilio Quimba Jr. PhD

is the Director's Secretary
and the school's Human
Resources Coordinator.

A total of 42 Grade 3 students of Ekamai
International School shared their blessings to the
young boys and girls of Bilay's House. Teacher Daisy
Jane Varron joined hands with the RISDAC Children
Ensemble family in transporting the gifts to
Kanchanaburi on December 12, 2021.

Happy faces with big smiles welcomed the group
that cool Sunday morning. The RCE parents/officers
initiated a short prayer worship with children excited-
ly and happily singing songs.

This non-government organization under the
custody of Bro. Bilay is committed to helping
orphaned kids by providing free education, food,
and shelter. More importantly, Mr. Bilay has been
God's instrument in sharing the Words of God.

I 32 AT+ N AcTION
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So then, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the
household of faith. - Galatians 6:10

On December 2021, Grade 4 students came
across a lesson about “How to Help Your
Community.” They have learned that they can
help through donating and or volunteering.
With the initiative of the teachers and support
from parents, the fourth graders willingly
shared their pre-loved items by putting them
in a shoebox with a brief letter in it. All gifts
were beautifully wrapped in shades of blue
and pink, which suggests the gender of the
recipient. The gifts were delivered at the EIS
gate three and received by our school
guards.

The teachers sent these tokens of love to the
poor community in Onnut 49 and 88 on

Each of you should give what you December 6, 2021.

have decided In your heart to glve,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, _ _ _
for God loves a cheerful giver. And It was Grade 4's first community outreach during
God can bless you abundantly, so that the pandemic. It was indeed a heartwarming and
in all things at all times, having all humbling experience. Parents and students were
that you need, you will abound In delighted to be part of a ministry such as this. It is
every good work. really true that when we look for an opportunity

- 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 to help others, it will appear despite the
circumstances.

We praise God for Mrs. Daisy Jane Varron's
initiative to involve her Grade 3B and 3D

Values students and their families and
collaborate with the RISDAC Children's

Ensemble ministry to share the good news
and touch the kids' hearts for being a part
of this year's gift-giving.




TRANSFORMING POWER
OF SERVICE

. hy do | do what | do? Mr. Sankimon Rymbai
I.:rorr.}.1he.Ph||.|pp|nes, begiﬂs with this simp|e yet r‘neaningfu|

g question to himself during one of the
is the school's Media mornings worships at Bamboo Groove Resort's
swPLbibtions veranda on a chilly December. He, along with Ms.
Coordinator. She : : R 5
teaches journalism Sarita Arora, Ms. Piangruthai Jittaseno, Ms. Herian
g”ﬁob‘f‘”mi"“@h Villaruz, Ms. Sarah Engelia Sagala of Bangkok
chnool. . . .

Adventist Church, and this writer traveled to

Chiangmai in the middle of pandemic alert level

three to respond to the call of service.

"This mission trip has brought less stress in terms of
money matters because | get to focus on serving. |
also learned not to be grumpy and judgemental.
Each day that | serve, a portion of me is chiseled out.
| grew up with prejudices and a quick to judge char-
acter, but this trip has changed how I think, knowing
that Jesus loves me. For this reason, | asked myself,
why don't | think of telling others that Christ loves
them too. To start telling others about the bible
through my actions. | will let others know that they
too are loved by Jesus.," Mr. Sankimon explained.

When it was Ms. Piangruthai Jittaseno's time to
share the question of how has this mission trip
changed you, she simply said, "It made me go back
to what is essential." She confessed that she was on
the threshold of irritation and impatience brought
about by the ongoing pandemic, and she needed
to re-center. She asked Ms. Sarita if there was a seat
available for her to join, and she was happy to know
that there was. "This trip is all about giving back for
someone and something. | saw and met individuals
lowering themselves to exalt the Lord. They are
living examples of sacrifice. This is us trying to lift
our spirits so we can also lift others," she conveyed.

"This trip has made me reflect on my intention and
priorities in life. It magnified the fact that we are
giving because God already gave so many for us. It
solidified my path. It helped me understand that
success is different in God's eye. | learned sacrificial
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“Let each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the
interests of others.”

- Philippians 2:4

love heightened my passion for being
unselfish. | am not there yet, but | pray that |
can be there before Christ's coming. It will
certainly be painful and maybe even
uncomfortable, but the journey will be worth
it," Ms. Herian shared in between pauses and
tears.

"This community service has given me
meaningful inspirations such as sharing
more. | am too stubborn about keeping
everything to myself and seeing people
taking care of someone who is not their own

manifests Christlike love. | also hope to embody
a Christlike character. This mission has also
transformed my humility, to not look back to who
we are but to see how God can change us in the
future," an overwhelmed Ms. Sarah said.

"| am personally touched learning the stories of
how people are selflessly caring for others. |
learned to replace my love with God's love be-
cause it is huge and so much better. The people
we met on this mission trip have so much love to
give. | want things to be better because
sometimes, all | can see is the negativity working.
| am pleading to God for miracles. | crave and
long for God's love to manifest in my life every
day, and this trip has opened that pathway of
hope," Ms. Sarita shared.

A life of service to God and others is one of the
best forms of love we can practice. It takes an
open and willing heart to surrender to the
leadings of God. Christ himself encourages us to
love not with words but in truth and deed.




GOD SEES THE HEART

From Thailand,

is the High School
Chaplain.

I 36 -7+ N AcTion

hy do we give gifts during Christmas? Why

m does kindness overflows during this time of

the year? Why do we teach children to

share and care? These were the series of questions

Ms. Catherine Ruth Riley-Bryan, an Australian

missionary who created and managed the Bamboo

School in Kanchanaburi, asked during the evening

worship of the mission trip organized by this writer

and supported by other members of the EIS family
on December 17 to 19, 2021.

“The answer is simple,” she said. "God is gracious
and loving. God looks at the heart, not on the
outward appearance. What we do is out of God's
goodness to us,” Ms. Riley-Bryan continued.

Bamboo School is a refuge for children who have
medical issues, are orphans, or are abandoned,
ranging from one to fifteen years old. This is not only
a learning center but a haven where kids are trained
to find their value and purpose in life so they can, in
return, serve others.

"God can use little kids with big hearts. Let me share
with you how this is manifested. Recently, someone
came to visit our campus. There were three buses
with donations, and everybody was busy unloading
when one of my toddlers carried a small bottle with
water and offered it to the three drivers. That was
the greatest moment for us. Not caring about the
danger of Covid with the water sharing, his purpose
was to help these drivers quench their thirst, and in
his minimal wisdom, this was his way of serving,” a
proud and beaming Ms. Riley-Bryan shared.

In response to this spirit of service, volunteers were
stationed in different locations inside the campus
with distinct responsibilities but a unified goal of
helping. Ms. Herian and Ms. Sarita were teaching
the children; Mr. Richmond and Ms. Lin were
assigned to paint the murals; Chaplain Kosin, Mr.
Sankimon, and Chaplain Gandeeswaran led out in
cleaning and gardening; Ms. Kritstiya, Ms. Chutima,
and Ms. Somsee took care of the cooking and
Christmas Party; Ms. Mary Antoinette Lei and Ms.
Amanda came with activities and crafts for the kids.
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But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not
look at his appearance or at the
height of his stature, because |
have rejected him. For the Lord
sees not as man sees; for man
looks at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.”

- 1Samuel 16:7

Each team accomplished their respective
tasks with so much joy. Teacher Lei came with
her entire family, even tagging along with her
son Nate who is battling an auto-immune dis-
ease, finished with great fulfillment. “We are
facing many trials and problems, but God will
take care of us. God can get us through our
troubles; even if life seems to have a
never-ending difficulty, God will make it
better. “ Nate Roque shared during the
Sabbath morning worship.

“There are many ways where we can serve. God
opened this door for me here at Bamboo School
to take care of these children, and | know God
will lead you to that door as well,” Momo Cath, as
the kids fondly call her, stopped midsentence to
hug and cuddle a little girl. “Let us be like Jesus,”
she ended and went back to caring for the
children waiting for her.
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SHARING IS CARING: EIS ANNUAL
DONATION DRIVE

From the Philippines,
Evangeline
Tan-Alvez

is the school's Media
and Publications
Coordinator. She
teaches journalism

and business in High
School.

Whoever gives to the

poor will not want, but
he who hides his eyes
will get many a curse.

- Proverbs 28:27

ever become poor by giving.” These words

came to life when the Ekamai International
School family united in the joy of sharing despite the
ongoing pandemic. Even before the call to donate
was communicated, some had already dropped their
help and support to the annual winter gift-giving
drive.

E nne Frank, in her diary, wrote, “No one has

For decades, the senior class has initiated this coming
together to help; however, this year has deprived
them of the strict safety restrictions to gather and
travel. Amidst the Corona risk, EIS, through the
espouses of the office of the Student Administration
and the utmost support of the Leadership Team,
braved the lengthy and hilly road to the largest city of
the north - Chiangmai.

This year three beneficiaries received your donations
of clothes, food, safety kits, stationeries, to name a
few. Mr. Phrommin Sereesitritthikun, School Director
of Chiangmai Adventist Academy, was overwhelmed
with the donations delivered to their campus on
December 21, 2021.
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““Thank you. It lightened my burden. There are days that | want to stop
because every story of a child is sorrowful, but when | think about how God
provides and loves organizations like EIS, who keep on supporting us.”

"We are so grateful that each year, EIS would
always make us part of their giving. Thank
you so much,” he beams with gratitude. The
Asian Child Foundation, also in Chiangmai,
was the next stop. Mrs. Buaket Adams who
owns and manages the foundation where
abandoned and unwanted children are
dropped off, welcomed the team from EIS
with the warmest smile. The students
performed a welcome song expressing
Christ's birth that had everyone in complete
awe and silence. “Thank you. It lightened my
burden. There are days that | want to stop
because every story of a child is sorrowful,
but when | think about how God provides
and loves organizations like EIS, who keep on
supporting, my missionary journey continues.
| grew up poor, and | thank God that | can
help twenty children now who were
abandoned. | am a Seventh-day Adventist
Christian who was used by God to
courageously open this foundation that
started with one child who required multiple
surgeries to survive,” shared Mrs. Adams in
between tears.

Lastly, the team headed to the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA)
Thailand, also located in Chiangmai, to hand
in boxes of donations.

- Mrs. Buaket Adams

Director, Asian Child Foundation

Mr. Elvis Walemba, Program Director of ADRA
Thailand, conveyed his gratitude on behalf of the
agency. ADRA is a global humanitarian
organization of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
ADRA Thailand was established in the early 1980s
and began programs mainly in assisting refugees
from Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar with health
care and basic human needs. As the program
expanded, ADRA included poor rural Thai people
outside the refugee camps, and development
projects started alongside relief assistance
projects.
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Teachers: Pivotal Link In
Integration of Faith and

Learning

From the Philippines,
Verlinda Denila
Quimba, MAEM
is the school's
Curiculum and
Accreditation
Coordinator.

Train up a child in
the way he should
go; even when he is
old he will not
depart from it.

- Proverbs 22:6

day Adventist schools exist for asole and true

object of education, which is to restore the image
of God in the soul. The faculty must continue to keep in
mind and comprehend the mission statement,
philosophy, vision, and objectives in the preparation of
the lesson plans, syllabi, and class presentations to
better grasp the school's purpose. EIS aspires to be a
Christ-centered institution. The administration tries to
employ  Seventh-day  Adventist teachers or
Christ-believing and practicing Christians because the
administrators trust that these teachers care deeply and
untiringly seek creative ways to integrate Christ and His
teachings in all aspects of students' learning. To aid the
students in comprehending the mission and vision of
the school and to sooner or later enter into the
relationship with Christ should be every teacher's
utmost and constant aim. Every teacher who accepts
and implements the objective is truly a co-worker with
Christ.

E kamai International School and other Seventh-

In the classroom, the teacher is the standard light-
bearer. A teacher diligently develops and nurtures a
close relationship with Christ, solely depends and quests
for God's wisdom and guidance. Whatever subject or
lesson teachers teach, they are ready to implement a



reBruAry 2022 | E1s NEwsLETTER 1] |GGG

reform because they carefully choose and align the
curriculum for teaching based on their belief and
adherence to the school's mission. All teachers
must keep in mind and not leave the duties and
responsibilities to the Values teachers only. Every
teacher and no one else is more crucial to
promoting this life of faith to their direct students.

It has also been recommended by the Adventist
Accrediting  Association  (AAA) that the
administration, faculty, and staff must streamline all
school programs to emphasize the fulfillment of
the mission of the school, more so, the
non-academic programs of the school must
contribute to the mission. In short, the school's
mission, vision, and philosophy is not only imbued
in the personal lives of each teacher but also
infused in every school activity.

Would it not be an incredible feeling of
accomplishment and a praiseworthy news hearing
even just one of the thousand students testified
how their life has been changed, blessed, or
influenced by your simple sharing of what God has
done in your own life? Ellen G. White points out
that "it may seem that the teaching of God's word
has but little effect on the minds and hearts of many
students; but, if the teacher's works have been
wrought in God, some lessons of divine truth will
linger in the memory of the most careless. The Holy
Spirit will water the seed sown, and often it will
spring up after many days and bear fruit to the
glory of God". Testimonies vol 5,p26.2

Results are generally not immediate. Let's
profitably spend time. Have our eyes on the long
run; we will finish with each student or colleague
even years after the school year. Be reminded of
how Apostle Paul encouraged, "l planted the seed,
Apollos watered it, but God has been making it
grow" 1 Corinthians 3: 6. Spiritual gifts and
opportunities are bestowed on us. Burdens are
borne, labor is done. In the hereafter, the action
and reaction will be seen. Never lose heart because
failure to do as expected of us is a wasted life!

Mission: Ekamai International School offers Christ-
centered, quality global academic programs. We
endeavor to create an internationally competent
learning climate marked by God's presence and love,

respecting uniqueness and diversity, care and

development of potentials and abilities.

Vision: Ekamai International School aspires to an
excellent global academic education that promotes
moral character development for the 21st century in a
Seventh-day Adventist Christian environment.

Philosophy: Ekamai International School recognizes
God as our creator and the ultimate source of
knowledge, wisdom, and truth. We believe, promote
and advance the  holistic and harmonious
development of human nature's physical, mental,
social, and spiritual dimensions.

Identity: Empowers. Inspires. Serves

Uniqueness: Moral Development, Academic
Excellence, Global Competence.
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Bazliel, M.Ed.
(TESOL)

teaches AP English
and English Honors

classes in High
School.

n t has been wisely said that "stress
acts as an accelerator: it will push you
either forward or backward, but you choose
which direction" Chelsea Erieau. As the
pandemic shows no sign of abating, it is
taking a toll on the home and the classroom
students. Students of all ages are struggling
at all levels. The time these students looked
forward to using the computers to only play
games and the joy it brought is now the al-

batross around their neck as they have
become virtual prisoners in front of their
screens.

LEARNING DURING
STRESSFUL
SITUATIONS

They are held hostage in the room where they once
longed to spend time now view it as a confine. They
are forced to sit and stare at a screen and are asked to
talk into a microphone. They do not wish to speak but
are forced to participate in a question and answer
session; however, they cannot articulate their true
feelings.

Many students are suffering from psychological,
mental, and emotional issues. They have happily put
their lives into the reverse gear and are quickly spiral-
ing out of control. This has impacted their learning
rather negatively. Some of my students wrote these
thoughts in their journals.

"We are alone," "l feel trapped,” "l am overwhelmed,"
"I cannot sleep, so | play games," "My parents are
always fighting, and I have control; | feel helpless," to
name a few of the problems. These are seniors who
are quickly spiraling in the opposite direction. These
students are filled with the helplessness that they are
not prepared for. They are locked in the tower of
loneliness and desolation.

Taking to heart the advice shared by Justice & Espino-
za (2007), who says that it is better to lend a helping
hand now to the students struggling emotionally,



physically, and psychologically rather than
wait for them to look for help online. They
encourage the teachers to equip the student
with a useful skill set, which is finding the
correct information and understanding it.
This, in turn, will enable students to improve
their academic performance and become
more empathetic and caring students. This
theme of developing self-awareness by
teaching them to understand and block out
the jargon and not to be overwhelmed by
the information is a self-awareness skill set.
The students need to be taught the ability to

know that this is a problem not created by
them, but the pandemic, that is, to be
objective, not overwhelmed. They should be
taught not to hide but to deal with their
problems head-on, making resilient and
emotionally strong students.

Teachers who build empathic skills, along with
scaffolding the students to learn from the
practicality of each of the subjects, will only
"comfort" the students. It will help and
reassure the adolescents, and any struggling
child will be empowered to take the time to
make informed decisions that will stand them
in good stead along the path of life. This, in
return, will make them into strong leaders.
When this school, like the others, was placed
online as the pandemic encircled and
ensnared the students and their families

collectively into the web of fear and it led
them by the nose into the concealed trap of
fear. With a lot of information available at
everyone's fingertips, it is easy to get lost in
the maze of misinformation fact vs. fiction and

vice versa.

As parents, who have to deal with the reality
of working from home, now a fact that was
once a dream, they had to take on other
responsibilities rather unexpectedly and wear
many more hats as the world shuts down
rather abruptly? The tiny virus which has held
the world hostage for approximately two
years has brought us to our knees and to a
new way of thinking. As the world was
previously locked up in the prison of fear, it
seems to be losing its hold ever so slightly.
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As the students were stuck in front of the computers,
they all had to learn how to deal with the new normal
of having their class from home. Some played truant
as they were overwhelmed, and others were just so
fearful of trying that they just gave up. All of this leads
to stress and when the students are struggling
academically yet effectively. The abruptness of the
shutdown caused them to feel abandoned and alone.
Engulfed with fear and negative thoughts of
helplessness, fear of failure led to doing nothing. This
tiny virus had unhinged the world at its core. The
students and parents were most unprepared.

At EIS, the teachers acknowledged that though there
was a need to finish the curriculum, it was more
humanitarian to reach out to the students and their
parents. The teachers buckled down, and they
doubled their efforts to build bridges and learn and
empower all who asked for help. They helped
students and parents alike reframe their perspective
orlook at a situation from a different perspective. This
is a well-known emotional regulation technique that
has been used to manage negative thoughts and their
outcomes and difficult emotions. (Gross, 1998).
Reframing creates a distance between the problem
and the person suffering and thus feels less over-
whelming. This technique can bring about healthier
emotions and, consequently, more adaptive
behaviors.

As teachers changed professions to become
researchers, they took to heart the advice given by
Ladson-Billings (1992), who has said that effective
teachers who use the local culture as the basis of
teaching to reach more students and yet still complete
the curriculum, as they adapted it to the students’
learning. Teachers at EIS are doing their best to teach
students the subjects and connect their issues to
today's problems. They are working to make sure that
they can reduce the stress and ensure that EIS,
Empowers, Inspires, and Serves everyone in the
community.
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QUICK ANSWERS FOR
BUSY TEACHERS

“Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth.”

- 2 Timothy 2:15

Scientists and doctors are given the highest regard
by many but teaching has been considered the
noblest profession. Teachers are selfless, have a
heart full of patience and understanding. It takes
courage and passion for spreading knowledge,
sharing wisdom, and nurturing each student to
become responsible citizens. Some other profes-
sionals later find themselves engaged in the
teaching profession despite their successful
careers. But there is also a throng of teachers who
gave up because of the many challenges they
faced every day at work.

Though | am not assigned to teaching this year, |
was drawn to read Annette Breaux and Todd
Whitaker's "Quick Answers for Busy Teachers;
Solutions to 60 Common Challenges". Annette is
Lousiana's informative and entertaining speaker,
teacher, and curriculum coordinator. Dr. Todd was
a Math teacher and basketball coach in Missouri
and recognized as a leading presenter in
education in Indiana.
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As | read on the challenges, memories of my
teaching days flashed back, especially my

‘ very challenging first school year in EIS. Every
year is a different experience, but we all have
our highs and lows. We have other ways to
address every challenge we face in the
classroom or the school community. With
permission from Dr. Todd, please read the
following excerpts hoping you can draw great
insights from.

A STUDENT IS REFUSING TO DO WORK
Try to determine the reason. If a student is
overwhelmed and does not understand,
provide remediation instead of scolding.

If the student is struggling with either
at-home or school issues, listen. Help him
or seek help from experts if necessary.
Ensure that the student knows you care and
willing to help. Don't ever allow to engage
in a power struggle. The better approach is
to act out of concern, not frustration.

YOU LOST YOUR TEMPER WITH YOUR
STUDENTS

To err is human but realize that it's never
appropriate to lose temper with students.
Regain your composure. Catch yourself in
the act. Try to speak calmly and rationally as
you address the issue. Apologize. It does
not make you appear weak but rather
strong to take responsibility for your action.

Students will learn from you doing it.
Explain the 'why' but not justify your
inappropriate reaction.

YOU DISAGREE WITH YOUR
ADMINISTRATOR

It is okay for professionals to disagree with
the administrators. But true professionals
act professionally, not argumentatively,
superiorly, and or publicly. State your case
with reasons, data, and, most importantly,
solutions. Never bad-mouth your adminis-
trator to other co-workers. It will only serve
to make you appear Dbitter and
unprofessional. Some people might lose
respect for you.

You may not always get the results you want, but
you'll be able to respect yourself for handling the
situation maturely, honestly, and responsibly.

YOUR CLASSROOM NEEDS A MAKEOVER BUT
YOU'RE JUST NOT A DECORATOR

Is your classroom suffering from a case of the blahs?
Does it lack color, organization, or style? Does it feel
cozy and welcoming, or does it feel cold? Try
Google, Pinterest, and many websites that will
undoubtedly give you tons of ideas on what to do
for each of your needs. Have your students help
you. To add interest, use their work- projects,
worksheets, their creations. This step will motivate
them to do their best. By enlisting support from
students or co-workers, your classroom can
experience an amazing transformation in no time at
all.

YOU'RE OVERWHELMED BY NEW TECHNOLOGY
There's no arguing that technology is beginning to
change the way we teach and how our students
learn. Sometimes we find ourselves being
overwhelmed with how fast technology advances.
We haven't fully mastered an app yet, and in a
month or two, it has become obsolete, and a better
one has already come to replace it. Relax. You can't
possibly be up-to-date on all the latest
advancements. No one can. But as long as you are
moving forward and continually learning something
new. Foremost, find out what the school expects of
you. Learn to do what is expected. It is vital to keep
abreast of certain things or technology that affect
teaching and learning. Strive to do better than stay
being mediocre.

Teaching may not be easy, but its rewards far
outweigh its challenges. As a teacher, remember
that you are a powerful, influential person because,
with God's help, you touch lives as you interact with
your students and their parents as well as with your

colleagues and administrators. Think that many
students have become better citizens because of
you!



This Book of the Law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and

ANNOUNCEMENT night, so that you may be careful to do ac-

cording to all that is written in it. For then you

I | moke your way prosperous, and then you

will have good success.
-JOSHUA 1:8
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AND GET A CHANCE
TO WIN PRIZES

Open from Jire Y to
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Submission of entries:
Extended until Febrmary 4, 2022

NOTE: No scary and violent
costumo.

Virtual Awarding is on
February 18, 2022
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MARCH

1-3
2-4
7-10
1

14
14-30
15-18
24-25

31

MAY

213

10

17

VISION

development for
century in a
Adventist Christian environment.

UPCOMING

Book Fair

Storytelling Contest
Grade 8 Camping

Quarter 3 Examinations
Teacher Grading Day

4th Quarter Begins

Grade 3-8 MAPS Testing
Grade 9-12 Pre-registration
Teacher & Staff Profesional
Development

Student Parent Teacher
Conference

AP Examinations
Coronation Day

Visaka Bucha Day
Adventurer and Pathfinder
Investiture

Middle School Recognition

character to create

and abilities.

quality

APRIL

1-15

18

19
25-29
27-29

18

23

27
28-29
30-1Jun

MISSION

Ekamai International  School Ekamai International School offers
aspires an excellent global Christ-centered
academic  education  that academic programs. We endeavor
promotes  moral internationally
the  21st competent learning climate marked
Seventh-day by God's presence
respecting uniqueness and diversity,

care and development of potentials

and love,

global

EVENTS

Grade 6 & 7 IAAT

Chakri Day

Songkran Holidays

School Begins after Songkran
Grade 7 AAT/G8 GAT

Grade 2 MAPS Test

Senior Final Examination

Elementary School Recognition
Grade 4 Community Service
Kindergarten SPTC

Senior Graduation Weekend
Quarter 4 Examinations

PHILOSOPHY

Ekamai  International  School
recognizes God as our creator and
as the ultimate source of
knowledge, wisdom and truth. We
believe, promote and advance the
holistic and harmonious
development of the physical,
mental, social and spiritual
dimensions of human nature.
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Founded in 1946, Ekamai International
School continues to offer an unparalleled
quality Adventist Christian education. We
adhere to solid American curriculum with
Thai Language and Culture instruction.
Our shared goal is o educate and inspire
our students to be moral, responsible, and
caring individuals in a global community.

EKAMAI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Empowers. Inspires. Serves.

OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT
Pre-kindergarten to High School

OwsC B [ & @)

@ www.eis.ac.th
02-391-3593, 023913596

= 02-3814622
@ infoeeis.ac.th

57 Ekamai 12, Sukhumvit 63, Klongtan Nua, Vadhana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand



